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. . .years  of  hands-on  coin 
collecting  experience  qualifies 
the  numismatic  staff  of 
Krause  Publications  as  a 
collective  “expert.” 

It’s  why  our  flagship  publication, 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  has  been  the  hobby's 
leading  newspaper  for  more  than  37  years. 
And  it’s  why  the  hobby  en  masse  looks  to 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  when  they  want  the 
latest,  most  accurate  report  of  the  U.S.  coin 
hobby  available  today. 

Up-to-the-minute  news,  timely  delivery, 
the  hobby’s  only  full-time  Washington  News 
Bureau,  a time-tested  mail  order  marketplace 
and  an  overview  of  the  hobby  that’s  second  to 
none.  That’s  what  NUMISMATIC  NEWS 
offers  you. 

It  pays  to  follow  the  leader  in  all 
hobby-related  matters. 

Delivering  The  NEWS  - It’s  What  We  Do 
Best! 


700  E.  State  St.,lola,  Wl  54990 


COVER:  The  illustration  on  the  cover  is 
that  of  a pencil  drawing  (reduced)  — an 
original  work  of  art  signed  by  the 
artist/  Mint  Engraver  John  Mercanti/  and 
donated  to  PAN  by  Mr.  Mercanti.  It  was 
auctioned  at  the  PAN  banquet  on  October 
6,  1990.  The  winning  bid  was  $1#150. 
See  a related  Mercanti  story  on  page  11. 
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A FEW  WORDS  FROM  PAN'S  PRESIDENT 


All  good  things  must  come  to  an  end  — and  so  must,  iny  teem 
as  President  of  PAN.  It's  been  two  years  of  great  changes 
in  the  hobby... and  still  there  are  many  questions  to  be  an- 
swered. As  T noted  in  my  last  "President's  Message"  all  signs 
indicate  that  the  collector  is  once  again  rising.  As  the  old 
saying  goes,  "The  cream  always  rises  to  the  top!"  — and  most 
certainly,  the  collector  is  the  cream  of  the  hobby.  (And  its 
backbone,  as  well.)  It  is  just  great  to  see  the  hobby  turning 
around  in  favor  of  the  collector  — and  especially  since  our 
association  is  dedicated  in  that  direction.  Our  recently  con- 
cluded Coin  Convention  attests  to  this.  So  many  collectors 
coming  in  with  their  "want  lists"  made  it  very  successful. 

It's  nice  to  leave  on  a high  note,  and  our  1990  PAN  Show  and 
Convention  was  perhaps  the  most  successful  PAN  event  for  many 
years.  All  phases  — the  bourse,  exhibits,  educational  forums 
and  all  other  events  — were  tremendously  well  done  and  enjoyed. 

Thus,  it's  appropriate  for  me  to  acknowledge  the  many  individ- 
uals who  made  my  term  of  office  so  much  easier  to  handle.  I 
first  want  to  thank  all  the  other  officers  who  served  so  faith- 
fully and  diligently  during  the  past  two  years  — and  also  the 
great  Convention  Committee  (mostly  from  the  Pittsburgh  area) 
who  performed  miracles  in  producing  the  1990  Show  with  perfection. 
I’d  be  remiss,  also,  if  I didn't  offer  my  heartfelt  thanks  to 
the  crew  who  produce  the  C ] a r i o 1 1 . There  are  so  many  dedicated 
workers  — you  all  know  who  you  are... but  for  fear  of  missing 
any  one  of  you  I dare  not  mention  names!  And  last  but  not  least, 
we  all  owe  gratitude  to  the  due3-paying  members  and  the  dealers 
who  support  this  organization.  Our  sincere  gratitude  to  you. 

So , . . many , many  thanks  to  one  and  all  for  making  my  job  sio  easy. 

In  closing,  I want  everyone  to  know  I leave  the  presidency  in 
the  very  capable  hands  of  Wayne  Homren,  one  of  our  most  dedicated 
members.  Good  luck,  Wayne... and  good  luck  to  ail. 

Sincerely, 

Bob  Matylewicz 

-4- 


1990  PAN  SHOW  A SUCCESS 


Over  1,100  collectors  attended 
the  .1990  PAN  Coin  Show  and  Conven- 
tion October  5 through  7.  The 
show  was  held  at  the  David  L. 
Lawrence  Convention  Center  in 
downtown  Pittsburgh,  site  of  last 
year's  ANA  Convention.  Pittsburgh 
City  Controller  Tom  Flaherty  was 
on  hand  for  the  official  ribbon- 
cutting ceremony  at  noon  Friday. 
Flaherty  had  also  helped  arrange 
for  the  sale  of  rare  and  obsolete 
City  of  Pittsburgh  Bonds  at  the 
show . 

Dealers  in  attendance  included 
many  famous  names  --  such  as 
Julian  Leidman,  Anthony  Swiatek, 

Jim  McGuigan,  John  Paul  Sarosi, 
Dennis  Steinmetz,  Harold  Weitz, 
and  Frank  Greenberg.  Also,  the 
elongated-cent  specialist,  Ray 
Dillard  had  a table  at  the  show, 
producing  souvenir  elongated  cents . 

Educational  Forums 

Well  over  100  people  attended 
the  PAN  Educational  Forums.  These 
included  Friday's  presentation 
by  Charles  Litman  of  The  Coin  Ex- 
change, who  spoke  on  "Coin  In- 
vesting in  the  '90s"  --  contrast- 
ing today's  market  with  the  easy- 
going days  when  he  began  in  the 
coin  collecting  hobby. 

On  Saturday,  the  opening  seminar 
was  presented  by  Frank  J.  Carr  of 
San  Francisco,  Chief  Financial 
Officer  of  the  NFA  World  Coin  Fund. 
The  local  office  of  Merrill- Lynch 
had  a table  at  the  show  promoting 
the  fund.  Immediately  following 
Carr's  talk,  commemorative  coin 
specialist,  Anthony  Swiatek  spoke 
on,  "How  to  Make  Money  Investing 
in  Raw  and  Slabbed  Coins."  Then, 
on  .Sunday , Charles  Culleiton  of 
Tarentum,  Pa.  presented  a program 
on  "Coins  of  the  Bible." 

Specialty  club  meetings  were  an- 
other popular  feature  of  the  show. 


Special  Meetings 

Members  of  PATCO  ( Prnnsyl vania 
Area  Token  Collectors  Organization) 
held  a token  swap  meeting  on  Satur- 
day morning.  The  book  collectors 
took  over  at  2:30  Saturday  after- 
noon. Ken  Lowe  of  Rocky  River, Ohio 
presented  a talk  on  "Building  a 
Basic  Numismatic  Reference  Library" 
at  a meeting  of  the  Numismatic  Bib- 
liomania Society.  Participating 
at  this  meeting  was  numismatic  book 
dealer  Frank  Katen  of  Silver  Spring, 

MD,  who  owns  one  of  the  nation's 
largest  private  libraries  of  numis- 
matic literature. 

The  Early  American  Coppers  Society 
met  at  4:00  Saturday  afternoon.  Ed 
Masuoka  spoke  on  "Die  F.ngraving  and 
Striking  Errors  of  Early  American 
Half  Cents." 

Exhibit  Winners 

Also  featured  at  the  show  were  many 
competitive  and  non-compet i ve  ex- 
hibits. The  "People's  Choice  Award" 
donated  by  the  Central  Pennsylvania 
Numismatic  Association  (CPNA. ) was 
won  by  Rodger  Hershey  of  Pittsburgh. 
Hershey's  "Athletes  in  Action"  was 
a display  of  medals  depicting  100 
different  sporting  events. 

Competitive  exhibit  winners  were: 

1st  Place  - Wayne  K.  Hornren,  Pitts- 
burgh, PA,  "History  of  the  Bank  of 
Pittsburgh";  2nd  Place  - Lawrence 
C.  Korchnak,  Aliquippa,  PA , " Elwood  Ci ty 
PA  Depression  Scrip";  3rd  Place  - 
Gerald  L.  Kochel,  Lititz,  PA,  "Lib- 
erty Seated  Half  Dimes." 

Banquet 

The  PAN  Banquet  took  place  at  7:00 
Saturday  evening  at  the  Top  of  the 
Triangle  restaurant,  atop  the  64- 
story  USX  Tower,  where  participants 
were  treated  to  a magnificent  sun- 
set view  of  the  city.  Sam  Deep, 
General  Chairman  of  the  1989  ANA 
Convention,  was  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
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PAN  Raffle  Winners 


At  the  request  of  officials  of 
the  Virginia  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion (VNA),  Gerald  Kochel  present- 
ed VNA's  1990  Numismatic  Award 
(named  for  Walt  Mason,  Jr.  - 
an  outstanding  numismatist,  now 
deceased)  to  John  Eshbach  of  Lan- 
caster, PA.  A past  president  of 
PAN,  Eshbach  has  been  active  in 
east  coast  numismatic  organiza- 
tions for  many  years.  He's  also 
been  very  active  in  the  ANA  — 
as  a national  Exhibit  Judge  as 
well  as  national  Exhibit  Award 
Winner.  Incidentally,  John 
Eshbach  will  be  a candidate  for 
the  ANA  Board  of  Governors  next 
year  — a candidacy  that's  been 
endorsed  wholeheartedly  by  PAN. 

PAN's  Gasparro  Award 


Charles  Culleiton  presented  PAN's 
1990  Frank.  Gasparro  Award.  This 
award  is  a large  bronze  plaque 
featuring  a beautiful  flowing- 
hair  Liberty  design,  created  by 
Frank  Gasparro.  The  award  recog- 
nizes outstanding  contributions 
to  PAN  as  well  as  to  the  numis- 
matic hobby  in  general.  This 
year's  recipient  was  Gerald 
Kochel  of  Lititz,  PA.  Like  John 
Eshbach,  Kochel  is  a very  active 
collector  and  exhibitor.  In  fact, 
he  has  exhibited  for  more  than 
20  years  at  natioinal  ANA  shows 

— winning  many  awards.  He  is 
also  a long-time  ANA  Judge  of 
Exhibits.  An  excellent  speaker, 
he  was  the  very  popular  enter- 
tainment at  the  1989  ANA  Banquet 

— playing  the  role  of  a humor- 
ous Amish  storyteller. 


Closing  the  banquet  was  a charity 
auction,  in  which  several  donated 
items  were  sold  to  benefit  PAN. 

The  highlight  of  the  auction  was 
an  original  pencil  sketch  of  a 
majestic  bald  eagle  (shown  on  the 
cover  of  this  publication),  done 
— and  donated  by  — John  Mercanti. 
Mercanti  has  just  been  nominated 
by  President  Bush  to  be  the  next 
Chief  Engraver  of  the  U.S.  Mint. 

The  sketch  brought  in  $1,150  in 
spirited  bidding. 


At  4:00  Sunday  afternoon,  the  draw- 
ing was  held  to  determine  winners 

of  the  PAN  raffle.  The  winners 

turned  out  to  be: 

1st  prize  - $5  Gold  Indian  - 

Edward  Humensky,  Pittsburgh,  PA. 

2nd  prize  - \ oz.  Gold  Eagle  - 
Pat  Plappert,  Dupont,  PA. 

3rd  prize  - 1/10  oz.  Gold  Eagle  - 
James  Porter,  Glenshaw,  PA. 

4th  prize  - 1/10  oz.  Gold  Eagle  - 
Roy  Gerlach,  Lancaster,  PA. 

5th  prize  - 1 oz.  Silver  Eagle  - 

B.  Calciano,  Philadelphia,  PA. 

6th  prize  - 1 oz.  Silver  PAN  Medal- 
M.  K.  Odeule,  Lancaster,  PA. 

7th  prize  - 1 oz.  Silver  PAN  Medal  - 
John  Paul  Sarosi,  Johnstown,  PA. 

8th  prize  - 1 oz . Silver  PAN  Medal  - 
Paul  Michaylo,  Ambridge,  PA. 


Pictured  here  are  two  of  the  ex- 
hibit winners,  Wayne  Homren  (left) 
and  Gerald  Kochel.  Wayne  is  also 
the  PAN  President,  beginning  in  1991. 
Jerry  Kochel  was  the  winner  of  the 
1990  Frank  Gasparro  Award  — the 
most  prestigious  recognition  given 
by  PAN  to  a numismatist  who  is  truly 
outstanding  in  supporting  the  hobby. 
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Pgh . Controller  Tom  Flaherty  cuts  ribbon  to  open  1990  show,  at  left. 
Speaker  (right)  is  PAN  Past-Pres.  John  Eshbach,  Mason  Award  winner. 


Pat  McBride  handled  the  video  camera  to  record  Educational  Forums. 

At  right,  C.P.N.A.  Pres.  Tony  Almond  (left)  presents  People's  Choice 
Award  to  Rodger  Hershey.  Below  is  scene  at  the  elegant  PAN  banquet. 


-7- 


Dollars  for 
Dollars 

Harold  B*  Weitz  is  paying  all  time  high 
prices  for  many  U.S*  silver  and  gold  coins* 


Brilliant  Uncirculated 
Morgan  Silver  Dollars 
dating  prior  to  1921  — 
$10.00  and  up 

Solid  date  Brilliant  Uncir- 
culated Morgan  Silver 
Dollar  rolls  (20  coins) 
dating  prior  to 
1921—  $210.00+ 

Solid  date  San  Francisco 
mint  Morgan  Silver  Dollar 
rolls,  (20  coins)  Brilliant 
Uncirculated — $300.00+ 

Brilliant  Uncirculated 
Peace  Silver  Dollars  and 
1921  Morgan  Silver 
Dollars — $ 10 .00+ 

Circulated  Silver  Dollars 
grading  Very  Good  and 
better — $6;2Q+ 

Brilliant  Uncirculated  St. 
Gaudens  Twenty  Dollar 
gold  coins — $400.00+ 

Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$20.00  Liberty  gold 
coins — $390.00+ 


Any  grade  $50.00  gold 
coins  and  $4.00  gold  coins. 

We  also  buy  scrap  gold 
10K,  14K,  18K,  24K  and 
sterling  silver. 

We  are  buying  United 
States  coin  silver  dating 
1964  and  before,  and 
paying  a minimum  of  3.00 
times  face  value  basis  spot 
silver  of  $4.30. 

We  buy  diamonds, 
pocket  watches  and  both 
modern  and  antique 
jewelry. 

We  buy  United  States 


clad  (40%  silver)  half  dol- 
lars dating  1965-1970. 

We  buy  Canadian  Silver 
as  well  as  foreign  coins 
and  collections. 

We  buy  complete  coin 
collections  and  mint 
United  States  and  Foreign 
stamp  collections.  We 
need  your  coins  and  will 
pay  higher  prices  to  buy 
them. 

Prices  change  as  markets 
change.  We  consistently 
pay  fair  market  value  for 
your  coins. 


Circulated  United  States  gold  coins 


$ 1.00  Gold 

$1 10.00  and  up 

2.50  Liberty 

100.00  and  up 

2.50  Indian 

100.00  and  up 

3.00  Indian 

400.00  and  up 

5.00  Liberty 

100.00  and  up 

5.00  Indian 

125.00  and  up 

10.00  Liberty 

180.00  and  up 

10.00  Indian 

250.00  and  up 

20.00  Liberty 

3 50.00  and  up 

20.00  St.  Gaudens 

375.00  and  up 

Life  members  of  American  Numismatic  Association/American 
Numismatic  Society/Professional  Numismatic  Guild. 

Harold  B.  Weitz,  Inc. 

Rare  Coins 

520  Woud  Street 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15222 
(412)391-4053 
(S00)  245-4S07 

Monday  through  Friday  9:00  a.m.  - 4:30  p.m.  and  Saturdays  by  appointment 


AN  EVENING  WITH  GILROY  ROBERTS 


by  Gerald  L.  Kochel 


The  seminar  students  began  arriv- 
ing, and  when  the  crowd  thickened, 
Mr.  Taylor  introduced  our  honored 
guest . 

Gilroy  Roberts  was  employed  at  the 
U.S.  Mint  for  37  years,  becoming 
Chief  Engraver  upon  the  illness 
of  John  R.  Sinnock.  Roberts  then 
served  the  Mint  as  Chief  Engraver 
from  1948  to  1964.  After  that, 
he  became  Chief  Engraver  at  the 
Franklin  Mint,  a position  he  held 
until  his  retirement. 

Back  to  1936 

But  his  story,  as  he  told  it  that 
night,  began  several  years  in  ad- 
vance of  his  employment  at  the  U.S. 
Mint.  According  to  Mr.  Roberts, 
John  R.  Sinnock  was  instrumental  in 
the  hiring  of  Roberts  a3  Assistant 
Engraver.  The  year  was  1936. 


It  was  about  4:00  p.m.  on  Sunday, 
June  17,  when  we  began  our  jour- 
ney from  Lancaster,  Pa.  to  Bryn 
Mawr  College,  on  the  Main  Line, 
just  outside  of  Philadelphia. 

John  Eshbach,  one  of  my  favorite 
coin  collecting  buddies,  had 
asked  me  to  accompany  him  to  Bryn 
Mawr,  a well-known  institute  of 
higher  learning,  nestled  in  a 
quaint  Welsh  community. 

ANA  Seminar 


The  American  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion had  decided  to  take  part  of 
their  Summer  Seminar  to  the  East 
— and  Bryn  Mawr  was  the  selected 
site.  Since  both  of  us  are  Dist- 
rict Delegates  for  the  ANA,  John 
suggested  that  we  should  be  there 
to  greet  the  incoming  "students." 
Two  of  the  students,  in  fact, 
were  from  our  own  Red  Rose  Coin 
Club  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  Gilroy 
Roberts,  former  Chief  Engraver 
of  the  U.S.  Mint,  had  been  in- 
vited as  a guest  speaker  --  so 
that  was  an  added  bonus. 


We  motored  onto  the  campus  at 
6:30  p.in.  (after  a brief  stop  for 
refreshments).  The  castle-like 
buildings  were  reminiscent  of  a 
European  setting  from  King  Ludwig's 
era.  Upon  arriving  and  finding 
the  correct  building,  we  noticed 
an  elderly  gentleman  sitting  in 
a lounge  chair,  watching  T.V.  We 
were  early,  and  so  was'  he.  It 
proved  to  be  Gilroy  Roberts! 

John  and  I in- 
troduced our- 
selves and  had 
a brief  chat 
with  Mr. Roberts. 

Shortly  after- 
wards, James 
Taylor,  the  ANA 
Educational 
Chairman,  was 
on  the  scene. 
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Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  had  just 
been  elected  to  his  second  term, 
and  then  - as  Roberts  stated  - "He 
cleaned  house."  That  meant  reduc- 
tions in  personnel  were  made  as 
an  economy  measure  — and  Roberts 
was  laid  off. 

As  Roberts  had  apprenticed  as  a 
watch  dial  engraver,  a friend  sug- 
gested that  he  apply  for  a job  at 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Print- 
ing. Roberts  did  - and  they  did 
— hire  him.  As  Roberts  told  it, 
"I  had  the  distinction  of  being 
an  engraver  at  both  the  B.E.P 
and  the  U.S.  Mint."  A feat  to 
be  quite  proud  of  --  and  he  is. 

As  Mr.  S.innock's  health  failed, 
Roberts  was  soon  re-hired  by  the 
U.S.  Mint... and  the  rest  is  fam- 
iliar history. 

His  Personal  Favorite 

The  informal  question  & answer 
period  at  Bryn  Mawr  lasted  about 
an  hour.  I did  not  take  notes, 
but  here  are  some  of  my  recol- 
lections of  portions: 

STUDENT:  Of  all  your  engravings, 
which  do  you  feel  is  your  best 
wo-rk? 

ROBERTS:  By  far,  the  Kennedy  Half 
Dollar  obverse.  He  was  such  a 
good-looking  man,  and  easy  to  do. 

I had  to  be  quick  about  it,  as 
Kennedy  was  assassinated  in  No- 
vember, 1963,  and  the  Mint  wanted 
to  begin  production  in  January, 
1964. 

STUDENT:  What  do  you  consider 
your  second  best? 

ROBERTS:  The  reverse  of  the  Roose- 
velt Dime.  Although  Sinnock  got 
the  credit  for  it,  I did  most  of 
the  work.  But  I wanted  him  to 
get  the  credit:  he  was  becoming 
very  sick  and  we  were  the  best 
of  friends. 

JOHN  ESHBACH:  I have  always  re- 
gretted that  I didn't  purchase  a 
silver  Kennedy  plaque  that  you 
sculptured  for  the  Franklin  Mint. 
How  many  were  made,  and  are  they 
still  available? 


The  Kennedy  Elalf  Dollar , considered 
by  Roberts  to  be  his  greatest  work. 
Illustration  on  page  9 shows  him 
working  on  galvano  at  Frankl in  Mint . 


ROBERTS:  It  was  a very  limited 
edition  — I believe  40  or  50 
pieces.  There  are  none  available . 

I have  one  — and  wish  I had  more. 
Now,  the  price  is  out  of  sight! 
(Note:  "Numismatic  Issues  of  the 
Franklin  Mint",  1970  edi t ion , 1 ists 
50  pieces  of  the  Kennedy  fine  art 
plaques  were  struck. ) 

At  The  Franklin  Mint 

STUDENT:  What  do  you  consider  your 
best  series  at  the  Franklin  Mint? 
ROBERTS:  I liked  the  Bermuda  series 
and  of  course,  the  B i rds .( Roberts 
then  digressed.)  When  I started  at 
the  Franklin  Mint,  Joe  Segal  want- 
ed me  as  the  sole  sculptor.  This 
was  not  possible,  and  I told  him 
so.  As  the  private  mint  grew  in 
stature,  I would  have  had  to  work 
24  hours  a day!  I encouraged  Joe 
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to  interview  aspiring  young  art- 
ists — sort  of  an  open  competi- 
tion to  gain  new  talent  in  this 
field.  Needless  to  say,  this  did 
work  quite  well.  I wish  the  U.S. 
Mint  would  do  more  of  this.  There 
is  a lot  of  talent  that's  being 
overlooked . 

As  the  impromptu  visit  came  to  a 
close,  several  students  asked  Mr. 
Roberts  for  his  autograph.  He 
obliged,  and  his  hand  wavered 
slightly  — but  his  mind  did  not. 
John  Eshbach  had  his  perennial 
Red  Book  signed,  and  I came  away 
with  a signed  one  dollar  bill. 


Mercanti  for  Mint  Chief  Engraver 


A Memorable  Farewell 

Upon  observing  Mr.  Taylor  (noting 
that  he  was  busy  as  a bee  with 
registration  duties),  John  made 
the  offer  to  drive  Mr.  Roberts 
home.  The  offer  was  accepted, 
and  in  moments  we  were  circling 
through  more  of  the  Welsh  country 
toward  Newtown  Square.  Before 
long,  Mr.  Roberts  directed  John's 
faithful  '78  Chevy  onto  a very 
scenic  road  which  shall  remain 
nameless.  (Confidentially,  I've 
forgotten  how  to  spell  it  — 
a many-lettered  word  with  several 
L ' s included . ) 

As  I helped  this  famous  octogen- 
arian gentleman  out  of  the  car 
and  onto  his  front  porch,  he 
grasped  my  hand  with  all  his 
might... and  I held  on,  too.  You 
know,  the  handshake  of  a famous 
sculptor/engraver  sort  of  gives 
you  "goose  bumps." 

As  we  drove  homeward,  I couldn't 
keep  from  thinking  that  I would 
probably  never  see  the  famed  Mint 
Engraver  again.  However,  on  a 
more  positive  note,  History  does 
talk  to  us  — and  now,  each  time 
that  I look  at  my  collection  of 
Kennedy  Half  Dollars,  I'll  also 
see  Gilroy  Roberts. 

★ ★★★★★★ 


The  man  who  did  the  above  work  of 
art,  Mint  Engraver  John  Mercanti, 
has  been  nominated  by  Pres.  Bush 
to  be  the  next  Chief  Engraver  of 
the  U.S.  Mint.  John  has  done  many 
outstanding  works  --  including  the 
new  Dwight  Eisenhower  Dollar  coin, 
the  Statue  of  Liberty  Dollar  coin, 
and  many  other  excellent  designs 
...including  the  remarkable  1989 
ANA  medal  showing  a young  surveyor, 
George  Washington , envisioning  the 
modern  city  of  Pittsburgh. 

A member  of  PAN,  John  has  always 
been  willing  to  share  his  time  and 
talents  with  coin  collectors. 

Now,  we  can  help  him  gain  confirm- 
ation of  the  appointment  in  the 
U.S.  Senate.  Write  now  to  promote 
his  appointment,  to: 

United  States  Senate 
Committee  on  Finance 
Washington,  DC  20510-6200 
Attn:  Honorable  Sen. Lloyd  Bentsen 

(CHairman  of  the  Committee) 
or... 

Attn:  Honorable  John  Heinz,  PA. 

By  helping  to  get  John  Mercanti 
confirmed  as  Mint.  Chief  Engraver, 
you  can  help  insure  that  future  de- 
signs on  U.S.  coins  and  medals  will 
be  outstanding  representations  of 
the  spirit  of  our  country! 
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CHRISTMAS 

SPECIALS 

FROM  HAROLD  B.  WEITZ 


" / j mj  t m 

A)  rg^ 

15  Dlfter*nt  date  Silver  Franklin  Half  Dollars  trading 
fully  Choice  to  Gam,  full  luster  Brilliant  Uncirculated. 
A very  special  deal  for  only $79.95 

10  Different  Choice  fully  struck  and  fully  Brilliant  Un- 
circulated Silver  Morgan  Dollars.  All  dating  prior  to 
1921  and  specially  priced  at  only 197.50 

Ten  different  PCGS  graded  MS-63  Premium  quality 
pre  1921  Morgan  Silver  Dollars.  These  slabbed  dollars 
are  a great  buy  345.00 

A complete  collection  of  Silver  Franklin  Half  Dollars. 
35  coins  all  dates  8nd  mints  grading  full  Fine  to  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  and  housed  in  a custom  Dansco  bookshelf 
album,  Christmas  specialed  at  only 97.50 

Mixed  roll  of  20  Proof  Silver  Franklin  Half  Dollars. 
These  Gems  are  incredible,  cut  from  Proof  sets,  these 
coins  are  creamy  white  and  fully  Brilliant  Proof  coins 

227.50 

Five  different  Choice  BU  Peace  Dollars.  Great  strike 
and  full  luster  make  these  coins  a great  bargain  at 
;. 79.50 

Gem  Roosevelt  Dime  Collection.  A complete  set  of  Silver 
Roosevelt  Dimes  1946-1964  all  dates  and  mints  housed 
in  a custom  Dansco  album.  A great  deal 137.50 

12  different  Indian  Head  Cents  grading  full  Liberty 
Very  Fine  to  Extra  Fine.  A great  starter  collection  of  high 
grade  Indians 34.50 


Bag  of  500  mlied  full  date  Buffalo  Nickels.  These  coins 
grade  from  full  date  Good  to  Almost  Uncirculated  and  is 
specially  priced  at  only 147.50 


Complete  65  pc  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollar  collection 
grading  Full  Good  to  AU  specially  priced  this  issue  only  at 
397.50 

Mixed  Roll  of  20  Semi/PI  Choice  BU  San  Francisco 
Mint  Morgan  Silver  Dollars.  This  is  a great  value,  20 
coins  that  date  between  1879-S  and  1882-S  priced  at 
only 495.00 

Complete  Silver  Washington  Quarter  Collection  1941- 
1964  PDS  in  custom  Dansco  bookshelf  album  specially 
priced  at 365.00 


Seven  coin  Carson  City  Collection  1878-CC/1880- 
CC/1881-CC/1882-CC/1883-CC/1884-CC/1885-CC  all 
coins  select  Choice  BU  in  sealed  government  holders 
847.50 


The  fabulous  24  coin  Peace  Dollar  collection  all  Sliver 
Dollars  minted  between  1WMIW.  tn  grades  Very  Fine 
to  BU  with  a borderline  Uncirculated  1928  Peace  Dollar 
and  housed  in  a custom  bookshelf  album 437.50 

For  Christmas  shoppers.  A Choice  AU/BU  set  of  Fran- 
klin Half  Dollars,  35  coins  grading  full  frosty  borderline 
Uncirculated  to  BU  and  housed  in  a bookshelf  album 

.247.50 

Roll  of  20  borderline  Uncirculated  Walking  Liberty 
Halves.  Mixed  as  to  date  and  mint  and  specialed  at  only 
167.50 

Roll  of  20  1990  Silver  Eagles.  The  one  ounce  Silver 
Eagle,  a great  Christmas  buy .-. 147.50 


Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $20.00  SL  Gaudens  or 
$20.00  Gold  Liberty,  take  either  coin  at  only  $429.00  or 
take  both  at  only  $845.00 


PCGS  Gold  Specials: 


$1.00  Type  I 

$1.00  Type  3 

$2W  Liberty 

$2V5  Indian 

$5  Liberty  w/motto  .. 

!5  Indian 

10  Liberty  w/motto 

$10  Indian 

$20  Liberty  Ty  3 

$20  Saint  w/motto ... 
$20  Saint  n/motto  ... 


MS60 

MS61 

MS62 

MSS3 

MS64 

.380  00 

410.00 

600.00 

1795.00 

3400.00 

.365.00 

395  00 

635.00 

1250  00 

2200.00 

.360.00 

376.00 

450.00 

1100.00 

1600.00 

.255.00 

265.00 

385.00 

1075.00 

1800.00 

195.00 

210.00 

395  00 

1565  00 

3600.00 

365  00 

410.00 

495.00 

2700.00 

7450.00 

240  00 

255.00 

435.00 

1250  00 

2300.00 

440.00 

450  00 

500.00 

1375.00 

2400.00 

445.00 

455.00 

485.00 

900.00 

1850.00 

465.00 

475  00 

495  00 

550.00 

800.00 

460.00 

470.00 

490.00 

550.00 

800.00 

PCGS  Specials: 


MS63 

MS64 

MS65 

MS66 

$36  00 

57.50 

147.50 

395.00 

.36  00 

77.50 

220.00 

— 

..36.00 

55.00 

150.00 

395.00 

| 

t 

i 

i 

■f 

i 

f 

l 

> 
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With  each  order  of  $200.00  or  more  receive  a FREE  1 ox. 
Christmas  Ingot  and  a coupon  worth  $5.00  off  on  your 
next  purchase.  • This  offer  excludes  bullion  purchases. 

OUR  POLICY:  Satisfaction  is  unconditionally  guaranteed.  Full 
fifteen  day  return  privilege.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine 
and  are  strictly  graded.  Brown  £ Dunn  grading,  Photograde, 
and  backed  by  our  20  years  of  service.  VISA,  MasterCard 
and  American  Express  accepted  on  all  orders. 


HAROLD  B.  WEITZ,  Inc. 

520  Wood,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15222 
Phone:  412-391-4053 
Orders  over  $100.00  Call  Toll  Free 

800-245-4807 

Call  Our  Toll  Free  800  Number  For  Weekly  Specials 
Send  for  our  FREE  comprehensive  catalog 
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FAMOUS  COUNTERFEITERS 


by  Dick  Duncan 

(Taken  from  the  book,  "Honey  Of  Their  Own"  by  Murray  Tolgh  Bloom) 


Why  do  people  enter  into  the 
crime  of  counterfeiting?  For 
some/  it  may  be  desperate  poverty. 
In  1897/  Fred  Wagner/  an  unem- 
ployed watchmaker  in  St.  Louis, 
refused  to  see  his  wife  and  six 
children  go  hungry.  Thus/  for  a 
few  months/  he  made  six  dimes  per 
day  out  of  German  silver.  Later/ 
he  told  the  Secret  Service/  "I 
made  only  what  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  our  needs." 

Sometimes,  it's  the  desperation 
of  war.  During  the  Seven  Years 
War,  Frederick  the  Great  secretly 
replaced  his  kingdom's  honest 
silver  thalers  with  ones  made  of 
copper,  thinly  coated  with  sil- 
ver, to  pay  off  his  insistent 
credi tors . 

It  might  be  simply  boredom.  In 
1879,  Edwin  Paulton,  an  English 
counterfeiter  (who  had  come  to 
the  U.S.  and  joined  the  navy 
under  another  name)  found  time 
heavy  on  his  hands  and  began  ma- 
king fake  silver  dollars  aboard 
ship.  "I  just  wanted  to  keep 
busy,"  he  explained  later. 

In  fact,  it  could  be  the  nature 
of  the  person's  job.  The  Ameri- 
can Bank  Note  Company  employs  a 
full-time  counterfeiter.  His  job 
is  to  copy  the  notes  made  by  the 
company,  using  every  modern  de- 
vice. When  his  copies  become 
too  good,  the  firm  makes  their 
banknotes  more  complicated. 

His  Bills  Were  Worth  More! 

Emanuel  Ninger  was  an  artist. 
Serious  collectors  of  his  "works 
of  art"  paid  considerably  more 
(than  face  value)  - and  would 
still  be  doing  so,  if  U.S.  law 
of  today  didn't  prevent  citizens 
from  keeping  counterfeit  bills. 
(The  act  of  Mar.  4,  1909  said 
you  must  turn  over  all  fake  bills 
and  stamps  to  the  U.S.  Treasury.) 


Today,  Ninger 's  photo  and  some  of 
his  notes  ($20,  $50  and  $100)  oc- 
cupy a place  of  honor  on  a wall  of 
a file  room  in  the  U.S.  Secret  Ser- 
vice building.  He  looks  somewhat 
like  Ulysses  S.  Grant  with  a full 
beard . 

In  1882,  Ninger  (age  35)  and  his 
wife  came  to  the  U.S.  from  Germany 
and  bought  a farm  house  (for  $800) 
near  Westfield,  N.J.  There,  with 
pen  and  ink,  he  started  making  the 
first  of  many  fine  hand-drawn bi  11s . 
In  1885,  he  gave  a local  coal  deal- 
er named  Irving  a $50  note  for  a 
few  tons  of  coal.  It  looked  good 

- but  shortly  after  it  was  depos- 
ited, a bank  cashier  sent  it  back 
via  messenger  telling  Irving  it  was 
no  good.  Irving  drove  to  Ninger 's 
place,  where  Ninger  apologized  — 
3aying  ha  knew  exactly  who  gave  it 
to  him  (in  New  York  City)and  re- 
placed it  with  $5  and  $10  bills. 

Nowadays,  it  wouldn't  be  so  easy. 
Then,  if  you  got  fake  money,  you'd 
usually  try  to  get  good  money  for 
the  bad  — or  tried  to  pass  it  on. 

After  that,  Ninger  passed  all  of 
his  works  of  art  in  New  York  City. 
He  never  did  do  any  serious  farm- 
ing. He  told  people  he  got  a pen- 
sion from  Germany  after  serving  in 
the  Franco-Prussian  War. 

Here's  how  he  did  it.  First,  he  got 
the  finest  Crane  paper  (from  Pitts- 
field, Mass.),  cut  it  to  size,  and 
soaked  it  in  a jar  of  weak  coffee 

— giving  it  an  aged  appearance. 
Then,  while  still  wet,  he  placed 
it  (now  almost  transparent)  over  a 
genuine  bill,  atop  a 3heet  of  glass. 
Then,  next  to  a window,  he  traced 
the  details  with  a pencil.  Now 
(with  the  paper  dry),  he  went  over 
the  tracings  with  pen  and  ink.  He 
used  a brush  for  colors.  He  didn't 
try  to  duplicate  every  detail.,  but 
would  suggest  such  details  with  his 
brush . 
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He  wouldn't  put  in  everything. 

For  example,  the  back  of  notes 
at  that  time  gave  a warning  of 
the  penalty  for  counterfeiting, 
which  he'd  often  omit  (under- 
standably). After  all,  few  peop- 
le studied  the  back  of  a treasury 
note.  (Do  you?) 

Passing  The  Goods 

On  the  last  Friday  of  each  month, 
he'd  take  his  work  ($200  to  $300 
worth),  put  on  his  best  clothes, 
and  travel  to  New  York  City.  He 
covered  most  of  Manhattan  to  be 
sure  he  didn't  visit  the  same 
place  twice.  (When  detected  in 
Wash.  D.C.,  they  were  almost  im- 
possible to  trace  back.)  His 
income  was  better  than  about  95% 
of  U.S.  ci t izens . . . and  his  luck 
lasted  about  14  years  (during 
which  he  passed  about $40 , 000 ) . 

On  March  27,  1896,  he  passed  his 
bills  in  many  locations.  His  last 
one  - $50  - was  in  a bar.  He  was 
in  a hurry  to  catch  the  ferryboat, 
and  didn't  count  his  change  - 
which  surprised  the  bartender. 

The  bill  was  on  a counter,  which 
was  slightly  wet  — and  looked 
fine  - but  turning  it  over,  some 
ink  came  off  on  his  fingertips. 

The  bartender  shouted  to  his 
assistant  to  run  and  bring  back 
the  counterfeiter.  The  man  picked 
up  a patrolman  on  the  way.  They 
caught  Ninger  and  took  him  to 
the  police  station.  Ninger  in- 
sisted his  name  was  Joseph  Gilbert 
...that  he'd  gotten  the  bill  from 
a N.Y.  bank,  etc.  — but  after  a 
night  in  the  slammer,  he  decided 
his  wife  would  be  worried  (not 
knowing  what  had  happened  to  him) 
and  confessed. 

The  Secret  Service  found  none  of 
the  usual  plates  or  printing 
equipment  when  they  searched  his 
farmhouse  — just  pens,  brushes 
and  ink.  Many  people  actually 
spoke  up  for  him  when  brought  to 
trial,  saying  he  hadn't  hurt  any- 
one...and  people  would  actually 


pay  more  for  his  artistry.  There 
was  sympathy  for  his  wife,  as  well 
— who  was  left  destitute  when  the 
government  agents  took  all  valuables 
from  their  home.  At  his  trial,  his 
lawyer  added  that  Ninger  had  made 
himself  nearly  blind  after  so  many 
years  of  intense,  close  work  on 
his  drawings. 

The  judge  w as  apparently  moved  by 
the  many  pleas.  Instead  of  15  years 
he  could  have  given  Ninger,  the 
sentence  wa3  for  six  years  in  the 
Erie,  N.Y.  penitentiary  - and  a 
fine  of  one  dollar!  Ninger  actual- 
ly served  four  years  and  two  months 
--  due  to  good  behavior. 

He  Beat  The  Royal  Mint 

In  their  long  and  honorable  careers 
as  issuers  of  coins  and  banknotes 
of  the  realm,  the  Royal  Mint  and 
the  Bank  of  England  had  three 
great  enemies:  Napoleon,  Hitler  and 
Beraha . 

Napoleon  forced  England  off  the  gold 
standard  and  nearly  bankrupted  the 
country  with  his  wars,  before  he 
was  defeated  and  exiled.  Hitler's 
dangerous  scheme  for  the  mass  coun- 
terfeiting of  pound  notes  could 
have  wrecked  the  British  economy 
before  the  end  of  World  War  II  and 
Hitler  became  a suicide  in  Berlin. 

Beraha?  He  actually  succeeded  in 
beating  the  Royal  Mint  - without 
going  to  jail  - and  made  $2  million 
in  the  process.  His  secret:  Don't 
just  try  to  duplicate,  but  offer 
a better,  more  valuable  product. 

And  the  world  beat  a path  to  his 
door ! 

For  four  years,  Jos6  Beraha  was  the 
world's  largest  coiner  of  British 
gold  sovereigns  — which  had  been  a 
monopoly  of  the  Royal  Mint  for 
more  than  100  years. 

England  has  been  off  the  gold  stand- 
ard since  1931  and  its  gold  sov- 
ereigns are  no  longer  legal  as  mon- 
ey in  Great  Britain.  But  in  the 
rest  of  the  world,  people  coveted 
gold  coins  as  a hedge  for  an  un- 
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certain  future.  Stocks  and  bonds 
could  be  confiscated/  savings  and 
life  insurance  could  disappear  at 
the  whim  of  a government  — but 
gold  coins/  carefully  hidden , could 
weather  any  inflation  or  economic 
storm. 

The  price  of  gold  coins  kept  go- 
ing up  (due  to  demand)  after  World 
War  II  until  in  1947  there  was 
nearly  a 60%  markup  between  the 
value  of  a British  sovereign 
and  the  value  of  the  gold  in  it. 

No  other  country's  gold  had  the 
same  appeal.  Everyone  seemed  to 
respect  the  Royal  Mint  - and  they 
were  reassured  by  the  sight  of 
King  George  V on  the  front  and 
St.  George  slaying  the  dragon  on 
the  reverse  of  this  hefty  coin. 

In  1947/  with  a growing  demand 
and  a diminishing  supply  of  gold 
sovereigns  in  Europe/  Africa  and 
Asia;  a handsome  Yugoslav  bus- 
inessman named  Jos6  Beraha  seized 
his  opportunity. 

In  1943/  he  had  escaped  from  the 
Nazis  occupying  his  country  and 
he  made  his  way  to  Milan,  Italy. 
There,  he  worked  as  a businessman 
and,  while  studying  foreign  curr- 
encies, came  across  a curious  fact: 
one  coin  - the  British  sovereign 
- was  valued  more  than  any  other, 
even  the  U.S.  dollar.  He  studied 
its  history  - a coin  si ightly  small- 
er than  a U.S.  quarter  that  had 
last  been  officially  issued  for 
circulation  in  1917.  It  contained 
about  \ an  ounce  of  gold.  Was  it 
still  legal  tender  in  England?  To 
make  sure,  he  got  opinions  from 
lawyers  in  England , Switzerland 
and  Italy.  All  agreed  that  it  was 
not  legal  tender  in  its  country 
of  origin. 

So,  he  reasoned,  it  had  become  an 
international  trade  coin  and  any- 
one could  legally  issue  it.  He  set 
up  his  own  mint  in  Milan.  He  im- 
ported the  needed  gold.  He  even 
found  the  original  designer  of  the 
sovereign  - surprisingly,  an  Ital- 
ian named  Pi3trucci  - to  do  the 
master  dies. 


Then,  he  decided  to  put  into  his 
product  more  gold  than  in  the  or- 
iginal ones.  Instead  of  getting 
136%  sovereigns  out  of  every  kilo- 
gram of  gold,  he  was  satisfied  to 
get  135  - which  would  still  earn  him 
more  than  $5  profit  per  coin. 

Incidentally,  his  were  all  dated 
1926  - a date  when  England  did  not 
make  any  (further  proof,  Beraha 
said,  that  his  weren't  intended  as 
counterfeits ) . 

His  Own  "Gold  Mine" 

It  was  almost  like  having  his  own 
gold  mine.  Selling  the  coins  was 
no  problem.  Much  of  the  world  want- 
ed them  - and  he  soon  had  many  agents 
selling  them  — proud  to  demonstrate 
they  contained  extra  gold.  Beraha 
prospered  for  four  years  - during 
which  he  earned  about  $4  million. 

By  .1951,  he  considered  retiring. 

He  began  to  have  competitors  ( ' tho 
most  failed  because  they  put  in 
less  gold  than  in  the  originals)... 
and  a stabler  world  resulted  in 
leas  premium  being  paid  for  any 
gold  coins. 

Thus,  he  sold  the  mint  to  his  em- 
ployees, sold  his  house,  and  moved 
(with  wife  and  two  sons)  to  Lugano, 
Switzerland.  It  proved  a good  time 
to  go.  Late  in  1951,  the  British  had 
tracked  down  the  source  of  the  gold 
sovereigns  and  asked  the  Italian 
police  to  raid  themint.The  mint  em- 
ployees were  arrested ...  and  Britain 
wanted  Beraha  extradited. 

The  Winner 

The  Swiss  jailed  him  for  "investi- 
gation" ...  and  he  was  in  there  for 
7 months.  The  charge  was  counter- 
feiting - illegally  making  British 
legal  tender.  To  convince  the  Swiss 
this  was  no  longer  legal  tender  in 
England,  Beraha  had  an  Italian  law- 
yer take  ten  of  the  coins  to  London 
and  try  to  spend  them  as  ordinary 
"coin  of  the  realm."  Of  course  he 
could  not.  When  he  ran  out  of  trav- 
elers checks,  the  lawyer  went  to 
the  British  Treasury  to  explain  his 
problem.  They  said,  "Don't  worry.  — 
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Take  them  to  Spinks,  the  London 
coin  firm,  where  they  will  buy 
the  coins  — not  as  coins  but  for 
their  gold  value." 

Thus,  they  were  not  legal  tender 
in  Britain  — and  the  Swiss  court 
agreed,  so  they  freed  Beraha.  The 
British  were  furious  — but  Beraha 
had  won. 

******* 

TO  BE  CONTINUED 

(In  the  next  issue,  we'll  tell 
you  of  the  Lancaster,  Pa.  counter- 
feiters who  printed  U.S.  $100  bills 
— so  good  that  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment called  in  the  entire  issue 
of  legally  - printed  $100  notes!) 

★ ★★★★★★ 


Coins  such  as  these  proved  to  be 
a "gold  mine"  for  Beraha  — pic- 
turing George  V on  obverse,  and 
St.  George  slaying  the  dragon  on 
the  reverse.  Issue  of  1902-1910 
is  above,  1911-1925  coin  below. 
The  majority  of  gold  coin  buyers 
preferred  a male  monarch  on  them. 


BUY  — SELL  — TRADE  COINS  — CURRENCY  — STAMPS 

It.  ’TttattfUwtef 

718  E.  Elm  Street  Scranton,  PA  18505 
Phone  (717)  346-0280 

"Where  Quality  is  Higher  than  Price" 

Since  1956 

ANA  (L.M.  00727)  GENA  (L.M.  44)  FUN  (L.M.  119)  GSNA  (L.M.  47) 
PAN  (L.M  12)  MANA  INS  BRNA 
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NEW  MEMBERS 

Here  are  our  most  recent  members 
— joining  PAN  during  the  past 
year  (or  so).  And,  while  it  comes 
to  mind,  why  not  sign  up  another 
member  now.  (Hint:  Next  year,  the 
dues  might  be  increased.)  * 


Raymond  A.  Gaydash  Charles  B.  Sloane 

Beaver  Falls,  PA.  Philadelphia,  PA. 


William  Lowery 
Pittsburgh,  PA. 

Harry  Rescigno 
Newfoundland,  NJ 

Carl  R.  McLean 
Norristown,  PA. 

Neshaminy  Stamp  & Coin 
Feasterville , PA. 

Edward  J.  Moschetti 
Pittsburgh,  PA. 

George  R.  Ganter 
Media,  PA. 

Joseph  W.  Manny 
Millersville,  MD. 

John  Kraljevich 
Pottstown,  PA. 

Yu  Ch.ien  Hua 
Changchum  City 
Republic  of  China 

Joseph  P.  O'Rourke 
Pittsburgh,  PA. 

Richard  A.  Campbell 
Pittsburgh,  PA. 

Judith  W.  Gain3ter 
Glen  Mills,  PA. 

Joseph  McLaughlin 
Horsham,  PA. 

George  S.  Rickard 
Milmont  Gap,  PA. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito 
Washington,  NJ 


David  L.  Erbes 
Wilmington,  DR. 

Stephen  A.  Seidel 
Philadelphia,  PA. 

James  S.  Kriss 
Pittsburgh,  PA. 

James  A.  Myhra 
James  A . My h r a , Jr. 

Kari  Brower 
Brick,  NJ 

Gerald  T.  Krupa 

Pio  M.  Ferrer io 
Dunmore,  PA. 

George  Baker 
Flushing,  NY 

Robert  W.  Larson 
Warren,  PA. 

Victor  England 
Quarryville,  PA. 

Rocco  Acito,  Jr. 

Dennis  Steinmetz 
Lancaster,  PA. 

Mary  DeAngelis 
Stroudsburg,  PA. 

Jack  DeAngelis 
Stroudsburg,  PA. 

Timothy  DeAngelis 
Stroudsburg,  PA. 

Ray  N.  Stoudt 
West  Lawn,  PA. 


George  B.  Shupp 
Rayway,  NJ 

William  H.  Back 
Elizabethtown,  PA. 

James  McMulLin 
Lancaster,  PA. 

C.  Franklin  Moore 
Lancaster,  PA. 

Ira  N.  Styer 
Lancaster,  PA. 

John  Burns 
N.  Huntington,  PA. 

Robert  M.  Paul 
Philadelphia,  PA. 

Lawrence  C.  Korchnak 
Aliquippa.  PA. 

Armand  Champa 
Louisville,  KY . 

Al  lentown-Bethlehem  C.C. 
Bethlehem , . PA . 

Reading  Coin  Club 
Reading,  PA. 

Tri County  Coin  Club 
Ridway,  PA. 

Altona  Coin  Club 
Altona,  PA. 


♦WELCOME  TO  EVERY  ONE! 

Incidentally,  if  some 
of  the  above  names 
look  familiar,  it's 
because  it  has  been 
a long  time  since  we 
listed  new  members. 

Now,  about  that  add- 
itional new  member 
you  have  in  mind  — 
use  the  New  Member 
Application  on  the 
next  page.  Thanks! 
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Collector 

BUYING 


N 


U.  S.  Encased  Postage 
Charge  Coins 
Credit  Cards 
Numismatic  Literature 

Please  describe  and  price. 


Richard  E.  Cross 
215-285-2757 


Life  Membe 
PAN  SC.C 

Member 

A NA  . E A.C 

w.vc.c. 


CROSS  COIN  COMPANY 

P.O.  BOX  548  / FOGELSVILLE,  PA  18051 


DEALING  IN  QUALITY  U.S.  COINS 


Wayne  K.  Homren 

1810  Antietam  Street 

Pittsburgh,  PA  15206 

/ 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  OF  NUMISMATISTS 

P.O.  Box  144,  Pittsburgh,  PA.  15230 

( ) Regular  $5.00  per  year.  ( ) Junior  $3.00  per  year.  ( ) Family  $3.00  each  per  year. 

( ) Life  $100.00  one  time.  ( ) Club  $10.00  per  year.  ( ) Qub  Life  $100.00  one  time. 

•If  one  is  a regular  of  life  member,  tire  spouse,  son,  or  daughter  is  $3.00  each  providing  they  live  in  the  same  household. 


Name 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Phone 

Date  of  Birth 

Occupation 

Date 


Numbct 


By 


Date 


Numismatic  Specialty 


Signature  of  Applicant 


Other  Club  Affiliations 


Signature  of  Sponsor 


WHAT  DO  YOU  KNOW  ABOUT  LAFAYETTE? 


by  Dick  Duncan 


The  Lafayette  Dollar,  minted  in 
1900  was  the  first  commemorative 
coin  minted  by  the  U.S.  in  dollar 
size.  In  fact,  it  was  the  only 
one  made  in  silver  dollar  size. 

It  was  also  the  first  authorized 
U.S.  coin  to  bear  the  portrait 
of  one  of  our  presidents. 

But  what  about  the  other  face  on 
the  coin?  What  do  we  really  know 
about  this  Frenchman  who  helped 
the  cause  of  our  new  country? 

The  Coin 

On  the  obverse  of  the  Lafayette 
Dollar,  you  can  see  the  conjoined 
heads  of  Washington  and  Lafayette 
— and  the  wording,  "United  States 
of  America  — Lafayette  Dollar." 

On  the  reverse  is  Lafayette  on 
horseback  --  the  same  figure  as 
shown  by  a statue  in  Paris,  and 
the  wording  explains,  "Erected  by 
the  youth  of  the  United  States  in 
honor  of  Gen.  Lafayette  - Paris  - 
1900."  The  coin  dies  were  done 
by  C.E.  Barber.  The  coins  were 
sold  for  $2  each  by  the  Lafayette 
Memorial  Commission. 

The  Man 

The  following  information  comes 
from  a book  entitled  "Minute  Biog- 
raphies" by  William  A.  DeWitt. 

The  romantic  figure  of  Lafayette 
is  an  enduring  symbol  of  the  dem- 
ocratic friendship  between  France 
and  the  United  States. 

His  father  died  when  he  was  just 
two  and  his  mother  when  he  was 
thirteen,  leaving  him  the  title 
of  marquis  and  a handsome  fortune. 
Three  years  later  he  married  and 
began  his  military  career  as  a 
captain  of  dragoons  (mounted  in- 
fantrymen ) . 


At  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, Lafayette  made  up  his  mind 
to  help  the  Colonists.  Although 
the  French  king  forbade  it,  he  fitted 
out  a ship,  escaped  from  a Spanish 
port  and  reached  Georgetown,  S.C. 
in  April  of  1777.  He  had  with  him 
only  11  supporters.  Nevertheless, 
their  srrival  lifted  the  Colonists' 
flagging  spirits.  Lafayette  offered 
to  serve  as  a simple  volunteer,  but 
Congress,  on  July  31,  commissioned 
him  a major-general  and  he  soon  be- 
came a member  of  Washington's  staff 
- as  well  as  a lifelong  friend  of 
the  General. 

His  Service 

In  his  first  action,  at  Brendywine 
(Sept.  11,  1777),  he  was  wounded. 

That  same  fall  he  received  command 
of  a division  and  in  the  spring  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  Barren  Hill. 
Later,  at  Monmouth  and  Yorktown,  he 
added  further  laurels  to  his  crown, 
receiving  thanks  from  Congress  and 
Gen.  Washington.  Meanwhile,  when 
England  declared  war  on  France,  he 
went  home  and  returned  with  both 
sea  and  land  forces  to  help  the  Am- 
erican cause. 

After  Cornwallis  surrendered,  Laf- 
ayette was  made  a major-general  in 
the  French  army  and  continued  to 
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fight  the  battle  of  freedom  in 
the  French  Revolution.  A con- 
stitutional monarchist , he  worked 
in  the  National  Assembly  for  such 
causes  as  religious  tolerance/ 
popular  representation,  emanci- 
pation of  slaves,  freedom  of  the 
press  and  abolition  of  titles 
for  nobility. 

He  declined  command  of  the  Nat- 
ional Guard  in  1790.  He  later 
took  active  part  in  the  war  with 
Austria  and  Prussia.  Then,  his 
attempts  to  restore  the  monar- 
chy brought  him  five  years  in 
prison,  ending  with  his  release 
by  Napoleon  in  1797. 

On  two  post-war  visits  to  the 
United  States,  he  was  received 
with  lavish  honors.  Congress 
in  1824  awarded  him  a gift  of 
$200,000.  He  died  in  Paris  on 
May  20,  1834. 

******** 


SHOW  CALENDAR 

Nov.  24,25  - York,  PA.  White 
Rose  Coin  Club,  at  Holiday  Inn 
East,  2600  E.  Market  St.,  York. 

Feb.  9,10  - State  College,  PA. 

Centre  Coin  Club,  at  Best  West- 
ern Inn,  1663  S.  Atherton  St. 

Feb.  23,2.4  - Reading,  PA.  Daniel 
Boone  Coin  club,  at  Lincoln  Park 
Fire  Co.,  Newkirk  Ave.  and 
Fritztown  Road. 

Mar.  16,17  - Chainbersburg , PA- 

The  Friendly  Coin  Club,  at 
Holiday  Inn,  Exit  5,  1-81. 

April  6,7  - Lancaster,  PA.  Red 

Rose  Coin  Club,  at  Farm  & Home 
Center,  Arcadia  Road  (next  to 
Routes  #30  and  # 72 ), Lancaster . 


MODEL  FOR  PEACE  DOLLAR  DIES 

In  1921,  numismatist  Farran  Zerbe 
spearheaded  a drive  to  replace  the 
Morgan  dollar  design  with  another 
design  emblematic  of  peace  - with 
"the  war  to.  end  all  wars"  having 
just  been  concluded.  His  drive 
was  successful  — and  noted  sculp- 
tor and  coin  designer  Anthony  De 
Francisci  did  a bust  of  Liberty, 
modeled  after  his  wife  (who  came 
to  the  U.S.  from  her  native  Italy 
at  age  f our ) . 

Teresa  De  Francisci  met  and  marr- 
ied her  husband  in  1920  (at  age 
22)  — suddenly  becoming  the 
"flower  of  American  womanhood"  as 
the  Miss  Liberty  on  the  dollar. 

She  always  claimed  that  while  she 
was  the  model  for  the  new  coin, 
her  husband  made  no  effort  to  pre- 
serve her  own  features  — but  was 
working  to  create  an  idealized 
face  for  his  Miss  Liberty. 

Mrs.  De  Francisci  died  October  20 
at  Roosevelt  Hospital  in  New  York 
City,  following  surgery.  She  was 
92  years  old. 

As  is  frequently  the  case  with  U.S. 
coinage,  the  public  claimed  that 
Mrs.  De  Francisci  was  not  a suit- 
able model  of  American  womanhood 
— because  of  her  Italian  birth. 

In  fact,  it  is  rare  that  a U.S. 
coin  has  been  universally  accepted. 
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We  pay  top  dollars  for 
Silver  & Gold  Coins, 
Gold  Jewelry,  Sterling 
Silver,  Diamonds,  etc. 


SILVER  COINS:  half  dollars  • quarters  • dimes  1964  and 
before  • Silver  Dollars  1935  and  before  • Kennedy  half 
dollars  1965  thru  1970  • Wartime  nickels  1942-45  • 
Canadian  silver  1966  and  before.  GOLD  GLASS  RINGS  • 
WEDDING  BANDS  • DENTAL  GOLD  • CHARM  BRACE- 
LETS • CHAINS  • WATCHES  • RINGS  • MEDALS  • 

TIE  BARS  • BRACELETS  • BROACHES  • LOCKETS  • 
PENDANTS  • EARRINGS  • SCRAP  GOLD  IN  ANY  FROM 
10K,  14K,  18K,  22K,  24K.  STERLING  SILVER:  flatware  • 
trays  • tea  sets  • ingots  • Franklin  Mint  items  • bowls  • 
serving  pieces  • knives  • forks  • spoons  • candelabras  • 
candy  dishes  • anything  marked  sterling  or  .925.  DIA- 
MONDS: ALL  SIZES  WANTED,  HIGH  PRICES  PAID. 
POCKET  WATCHES:  in  any  condition,  need  not  be  gold  or 
silver.  WANTED:  coin  collections,  rare  coins,  proof  sets  and 
estates. 


GOLD  COINS 

$1 10.00  & more  for 
$1.00  Gold  Coins 
$10000  & more  for 
$2.50  Gold  Coins 
$400.00  & more  for 
$3.00  Gold  Coins 
$15,000.00  & more  for 
$4.00  Gold  Coins 

WE  ARE  BUYING 

• U S Proof  Sets 

• Franklin  Mint  Items 

• Foreign  Coins 

• Old  Pocket  Watches 

• Gold  Watches 

• Sterling  Silver 

• Class  Rings 

• Canadian  Coins 

• Gold  Coins 


$100.00  & more  for 
$5.00  Gold  Coins 
$180  00  & more  for 
$10.00  Gold  Coins 
$350.00  & more  for 
$20.00  Gold  Coins 
$3,500.00  & more  for 
$50.00  Gold  Coins 


• Any  Old  U S.  Coins 

• Diamond  Rings 

• Silver  Dollars 
1935  and  before 

• Paper  Currency 
(before  1923) 

• Complete  Com  Collection 

• Partial  Coin  Collections 

• U S.  Mint  Postage  Stamps 


9:00  AM  to  4:30  PM  Monday  thru  Friday 
Saturday  by  Appointment. 

We  reserve  the  right  not  to  buy  excessively  worn  or  damaged  coins 


Harold  B.  Weitz,  Inc. 

Rare  Coins 


520  Wood  Street 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15222 
(412)  391-4053 
(800)  245-4807 
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Over  100  coin  and  coin-related  terms  are  hidden  above. 
Puzzle  includes  proper  names  and  abbreviations. 

This  word  puzzle  comes  from  Kathy  Sarosi  (Mrs.  John  Paul), 
who  says  the  words  in  the  puzzle  go  forwards,  backwards, 
up  and  down  --  but  not  diagonally.  Hope  you  enjoy  It! 
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1964-1989-PDS  Ch./Gem  BU 
and  Proof  (73  pc.) 

KENNEDY  HALF  DOLLAR 

Set  incl.  all  silver  issues. 
1979-S&  1981-S  Prf.  Ty.  2 

$255.00 

1971-1 978-PDS  Ch./Gem  BU 
and  Proof  (32  pc.) 

EISENHOWER  DOLLAR 

Set  incl.  all  silver  issues 

$180.00 

1979-1 98  l-PDS  Ch./Gem  BU 
and  Proof  (14  pc.) 

SUSAN  B.  ANTHONY 
DOLLAR 

Set  Incl.  1979-S  & 1981-S  Prf.  Ty.  2 

$175.00 

All  sets  housed  in  custom  Dansco  Albums 


100  YEAR  OLD 
SILVER  DOLLAR  SETS 

Each  set  comes  complete  in  custom 
Capital  Plastic  holder.  SELECT  BU 
Morgan  Silver  Dollar  and  UNCIR- 
CULATED Silver  American  Eagle 
exactly  100  years  old.  Great  gifts! 

1886- 1986  $43.00 

1887- 1987  $38.00 

1888- 1988  $44.00 

1889- 1989  $38.00 

1890- 1990  $44.00 

OR  ALL  FIVE  SETS  (10  coins  total)  $190.00 


1972 

Doubled 

fv  ■ -W 

Die  / 

\ 

CENT  L 

"W  yjf  1 

Full  mint  red  V 

rtTi  / 

Ch./Gem  BU  > 

$175.00 

Original  Ch./Gem  BU 

1938-D/D 

BUFFALO  NICKELS 

Creamy,  crisp  original 

$35.00 


Complete  97  Coin 

MORGAN  SILVER  DOLLAR  SET 

Grading  FULL  FINE  to  UNCIRCULATED.  Over 
twenty  (20)  coins  in  this  set  are  full  BU.  Each  set 
comes  housed  in  two  deluxe  albums. 

1878- 192 l-PDS  O CC  mints 

$2800.00 

Complete  24  Coin 

PEACE  SILVER  DOLLAR  SET 

Grading  FULL  VERY  FINE  to  UNCIRCULAT- 
ED. Each  set  has  a full  BORDERLINE  UNCIR- 
CULATED 1 928-P,  the  ICEY  DATE  of  the  series!  f 
Housed  in  custom  album  and  sure  to  please. 

1 92 1-1 935-PDS 


$450.00 


CHOICE/GEM  BU  COLLECTOR  SETS 

All  coins  grade  minimum  of  MS-63.  Nice, 
brilliant  examples. 

1938-1964-PDS  Ch./Gem  BU  set  JEFFERSON  NICKELS 

incl.  all  silver  war-time  issues  in  custom  Dansco 

album 185.00 

1946-1964-PDS  Ch./Gem  BU  set  ROOSEVELT  DIMES 
in  custom  Dansco  album 135.00 

1941-1964-PDS  Ch./GEM  BU  short  set  WASHINGTON 

QUARTERS  in  custom  Dansco  album  $375.00;  or 

TWO  sets 700.00 

1948-1963-PDS  Ch./Gem  BU  set  FRANKLIN  HALVES 
in  custom  Dansco  album  SPECIAL  $570.00;  or  TWO 
SETS 1100.00 


- 

TERMS  OF  SALE: 

1 Payment  terms;  U.S.  Post  Oflice  and  American  Express  money  orders 
shipped  immediately  ALL  OTHER  CHECKS  MUST  CLEAR  THREE 
WEEKS. 

2.  We  accept  MasterCard  and  VISA.  W'c  need  the  issuing  bank,  bank's  city 
and  state,  card  number,  expiration  date.  No  credit  cards  on  $20  gold  pcs. 

8.  PA  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4 Postage  and  handling  fees;  $3.00  if  order  is  less  than  $100..  $5.00  if  order 
is  over  $ 100..  orders  over  $500.,  shipped  FREE. 

5.  Guarantee;  All  items  guaranteed  genuine.  All  returns  must  be  by  mail. 

All  returns  must  be  postmarked  within  fifteen  ( 1 5)  days  of  receipt.  All 
returns  of  PCGS.  NGC.  ANACS  certified  coins  must  be  postmarked 
within  five  (5)  days  of  receipt.  Any  attempted  alterations  or  exemptions 
of  above  policy  are  null  and  void.  Most  items  can  be  returned  for  any 
reason  including  grading.  No  return  on  bullion-related  items.  Modem 
mint  items  (such  as  SOL,  OLY,  Proof  sets,  etc.)  are  EXCHANGE 
ONLY.  Grading  1 5 years  experience.  No  warranty  expressed  or  implied 
is  made  with  respect  to  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  grad- 
ing experts.  Please  do  compare  our  quality  with  coins  you  purchase  else- 
where. Let  us  know  if  you  can  find  comparable  quality  for  less! 

6.  All  returns  must  be  in  onginal  holders,  unopened  and  undamaged 


SEND  FOR 
FREE 
CATALOG 


Your  Friends  in  the  World  of  Coins 

JOHN  PAUL  SAROSI,  INC. 

• NUMISMATICS  • JEWELRY  • PRECIOUS  METALS  • 


Kathy  Sarosi 
LM  ANA  3178 

John  Paul  Satosi 
LM  ANA  2505 


(814)  535-5766  HOVi  MARKET  STREET/P.O.  BOX  729  • JOHNSTOWN,  PENNSYLVANIA  15907  (814)  539-9358 


NUMISMATIC  1 
GUARANTY 
CORPORATION 
Of  AMERICA 


ANACS  ] TOGS 

AUTWOM/1D  OtAUa 


TO  ORDER  CALL 
TOLL  FREE 

or  Fax  your  order  to  us 


1-800-334-1163 

1-814-535-2978 


Mon.-Fri.  9 a.m.-5p.m. 
Thursday  til  8:00 


We  are  BUYING 

U.S.  Gold  Coins 

★ U.S.  Proof  gold  coins  all  dates. 

★ Rare  date  circulated  gold  coins 

★ All  U.S.  gold,  especially  high 
quality  pieces 


1 he  above  is  but  a brief  listing  of  our  needs.  If  you  have  coins  you  wish  to  sell . . . call  for  an 
appointment.  We  will  appraise  your  coins  by  todays  market  values.  Prices  offered  depend  on  the 
type  of  coin,  rarity  and  condition  of  the  coin.  We  urgently  need  single  coins,  complete  sets,  entire 
collections.  We’ll  gladly  meet  with  you  in  our  office,  your  bank  or  attorney’s  office. 

Call  299-1211  for  an  appointment 

Sll.lNMi:i 

COINS 

350  Centerville  Rd.  — Lancaster,  PA 


U.S.  Silver  Coins 

★ All  proof  sets  1831-1989 

★ All  U.S.  Bust  coinage 

★ U.S.  Commemorative  coins 

★ Walking  liberty  halves,  silver 
dollars,  mercury  dimes,  etc. 
Original  rolls  or  single  specimens 

★ All  sets  or  part  collections 


Foreign  Coins 

★ Choice  uncirculated  world  gold 
prior  to  1933 

★ World  crown  prior  to  1900  in 
choice  condition 

★ Oriental  gold  coins 

★ Quality  Canadian  gold 

★ All  modern  foreign  gold 


Appraisers  for 
banks,  attorneys, 
trusts  & estates 


Member  of 
PCGS  — ANA 
and  NGCA 


